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SUB J : KOREAN PRESS REPORTS OF PLANNED DOMESTIC IET FIGHTER PRO- 
DUCTION 

1 . SUMMARY: ROKG ANNOUNCES STEP-UP IN SCHEDULE FOR DOMESTIC 
PRODUCTION OF COMBAT AIRCRAFT. END SUMMARY. 

2. ALL MAJOR NEWSPAPERS PROMINENTLY REPORTED 8/27 AND 8/28 
THAT THE ROKG PLANS TO BEGIN PRODUCTION OF HIGHLY SOPHISTICATED 
FIGHTER AIRCRAFT THIS YEAR. ORIGINAL PLANS CALLED FOR SUCH 
PRODUCTION TO BEGIN IN EARLY 1980'S. THE DECISION WAS REACHED 

AT THE THIRD DEFENSE INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE CHAIRED 
BY PRESIDENT PARK AT THE BLUE HOUSE 8/26. ALTHOUGH THE TYPE 
OF COMBAT AIRCRAFT PLANNED FOR PRODUCTION WAS NOT ANNOUNCED, 
AUTHORITIES CONCERNED SAID THE AIRCRAFT WOULD BE NEW SUPERIOR 
TYPES OF HIGH SOPHISTICATION. ONE SOURCE SAID THAT, UNDER THE 
PLAN, PREPARATORY WORK FOR THE CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE 
OF THE AIRCRAFT AND FOR THE PRODUCTION OF "KOREANIZED" ENGINES 
WILL BE COMPLETED BY THE BEGINNING OF 1980. THE REPORTS 
MENTIONED THAT KOREA BEGAN DOMESTIC PRODUCTION OF THE 
500 MD HELICOPTER IN 1977 AND THE M48A3 AND M48A5 TANKS 
THIS YEAR, AND THAT KOREA HAS THE CAPABILITY TO PRODUCE 
EVEN ULTRAMODERN AIRCRAFT. 
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3. ONLY EDITORIAL COMMENT SO FAR HAS BEEN IN THE SHINA 
ILBO, THE HANKOOK ILBO, AND THE HANKOOK ILBO'S ENGLISH- 
LANGUAGE KOREA TIMES, WHICH PRAISED THE DECISION AND 
DESCRIBED AS SIGNIFICANT THE FACT THAT KOREAN SCIENCE 
AND TECHNOLOGY HAD DEVELOPED TO A LEVEL CAPABLE OF 
SUPPORTING SUCH DOMESTIC PRODUCTION. 
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4. COMMENT: ROK INTENTIONS TO "PRODUCE AIRCRAFT" 

SHOULD BE READ IN TERMS OF THEIR "PRODUCTION" OF M48A3 
AND A5 TANKS. LATTER PRODUCTION IS IN FACT 
AN UPGRADE PROGRAM FOR THE M48 AND AIRCRAFT PRODUCTION 
WILL PROBABLY BE OF THE SAME MAGNITUDE. SEE SEPTEL FOR 
RELATED DEVELOPMENTS AND ADDITIONAL COMMENTS. 
GLEYSTEEN 
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